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Build a Gingerbread House!

The holiday season is fast approaching
and plans are underway for a city-wide
festival to be held during the weeks before
Christmas. The Museum will support this
endeavor by hosting an old fashioned
Gingerbread Winter Village contest.
Individuals and groups are encouraged to
design and construct gingerbread build-
ings for this display:

Creations are to be left at the Museum on
either December 9th or 10th, with public
viewing on December 16th and 17th
from 10am to 4pm. Prizes will be
awarded for the best creations, with

a lirst place prize ol $75 and second
place earning $50. In addition, the public
can vote for a “Peoples Choice” award by
dropping pennies into a box. The creation
receiving the most “votes” will receive

a cash prize of $25. The prize money

has been donated by the Tattered Hats
Society and Dr. Marty & Teresa Becker.
All proceeds will be donated to the BoCo
Backpack program.

Contest rules and entry forms may be ob-
tained at the Museum or Beck’s Furniture.
Further information is available by calling
Karen Standal at 267-9677 or Eldora
Gatchell at 267-6133.

Christmas
Special at the
White Caribou
Gift Shop

Looking for that special Christmas gift?
Stop by the White Caribou Gift Shop at
the Museum and pick up a copy of the
Boundary County History Book or the
Boundary County Museum Cookbook
at sales prices. The History Book will be
available for $50, a savings of $15, and
the Cookbook will be on sale for $6, a
50% savings. These prices will be in ef-
fect only from November 25th through
December 23rd.

Changes at the Museum

The fire alarm system for the museum
has been installed and is now opera-
tional. This project was fully funded
through receipts from the fund raising
dinner held at the museum in May.

A major heating issue developed in
the south building. The furnace gave
out and it was determined that repairs
would not be cost effective due to the
age of the equipment. Several bids
were received and Advanced Heating
& Sheet Metal in Bonners Ferry was
awarded the contract. A new furnace
and heating system is now in place.
Receipts from the May fund raising

dinner and also the Eveline Ruhberg
estate auction provided over half of the
cost of the new heating plant.

A new display is in the works. Bobby
Bradley donated all of the components of
his father’s (Marion Bradley) blacksmith
shop to the Museum. Included are the
forge with all of the tools, blower, anvil,
vise, and coal box. All of the equipment
is now housed at the Museum, thanks to
the efforts of Terry Howe and to Cal Rus-
sell and the crew from Boundary Tractor.
The display will be developed during the
winter and will be available for public
viewing starting this spring.

Schedule of Events

November 15

Cub Scouts tour Museum

December 16/17  Gingerbread Village Display at the Museum

January 7

Spinning Day at the Museum

Board of Trustees meet at the museum at 5:30pm on

December 13, January 10 and January 24.

The Museum is now open to the public from

Muswm HOU]’S 10am-4pm, Fridays and Saturdays. The shortened

winter hours will remain in place until May 1.

Curator’s Corner

“Each time I come in here I see some-
thing different. There is so much stuff in
here.” This is the remark that we hear at
the museum every day.

The Museum holds more than 16,000
artifacts and photos collected over the
years by individuals whose goal it was
and is to preserve the unique history
of Boundary County, Idaho. Each of

these items has a story behind it. We
enjoy hearing and retelling the stories
about the items in the Museum. We can
appreciate them more when we know
who it belonged to, who made it, who
played it, or how it was used.

We recently received a photo in the mail
of Bonners Ferry. What an awesome
thing to behold, a small “village” resting
along the mighty Kootenai River; the
only access to the north bank by way

Taken about 1895-96, this is most likely
the earliest photo of Bonners Ferry in the

Museum photo collection.

History Walk
and More

The Museum was the site of numer-

ous activities on Saturday, October 8.
Local historian, Howard Kent, led the
fourth annual History Walk during the
morning. During the two hour walking
tour, Mr. Kent explained the history and
businesses associated with the various
historic structures located in downtown
Bonners Ferry.

The History Walk was followed at
noon with a chili feed served in the

Railroad Courtyard. The chili, home-
made cornbread, and pie were enjoyed
by the approximately 40 participants.
Thanks go out to Jill Nystom and Jill’s
Café for preparing the meal, and also
to Safeway, Akins Harvest Food, and
Elaine Atkins for donating all of the
ingredients of the meal.

The formal dedication of the new entry-
way exhibit, Introduction to Boundary
County, followed the chili feed. This
exhibit, funded by the Idaho Humani-
ties Council and the Boundary County
Historical Society, represents over 450
hours of local volunteer time and pres-
ents an overview of the history and de-

of a ferry. What a time that must have
been! When Howard Kent and 1 dis-
cussed the photo, we determined it was
most likely the earliest photo either one
of us had seen of the town on the south
bank of the river. He said it was taken
about 1895-96.

Learning the many different historical
stories of Boundary County helps us

to appreciate this beautiful place we
call home. Help us research Boundary
County history and share in all the fun.

Sue Kemmis, Curator
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John Standal
Dottie Gray

LeAlan Pinkerton
Don Morice

Sue Kemmis, Curator

velopment of Boundary County. If you
haven’t been in the Museum recently,
stop by and see the changes.

Board of Trustees
Change

Carolyn McNeill recently announced
her resignation as a member of the Mu-
seum Board of Trustees due to sched-
uling conllicts. LeAlan Pinkerton has
been appointed by the Board to fill the
remainder of her term. Carolyn plans to
remain active as a Museum volunteer.
Many thanks go out to Carolyn for her
years of dedicated service.



