
HAVE YOU SEEN THE NEWEST EXHIBITS? 

Tidbits of  News 

Boundary County Historical Society and Boundary County Museum  ~  Fall  2021 

Current Board Members 

The Boundary County Museum is 

operated by the Boundary County 

Historical Society, Inc., a 501c(3) 

non-profit organization. The 

current Board of Trustees is 

composed of: 

Cal Russell, President 

Dave Gray, Vice President 

Dottie Gray, Secretary/Treasurer 

Vic White, Trustee 

Rex Aitken, Trustee 

Trustee-Seat No. 3–Vacant 

Trustee-Seat No. 4–Vacant 

Sue Kemmis, Curator 

The Board of Trustees meets at 

5:30pm at the Museum on the 

second Tuesday of each month. 

The public is invited to attend. 

                                                                                                 

P.O. Box 808                                             

7229 Main Street                                                               

Bonners Ferry, Idaho  83805                                                                      

208-267-7720                                                    

bcmuseum@meadowcrk.com  

www.boundarycountymuseum.org                                                    

Like Us on Facebook 

MUSEUM HOURS 
 

                                                             

The Museum is on Winter 

Hours: 10am to 3pm Thursday 

through Saturday. Stop by  

and see the changes in your 

Museum. 

Thank You  

to the sponsors of the “Free 

Saturdays” in 2021                                                  

Vic and Donna White                           

Cal and Barbara Russell                    

Dave and Dottie Gray                       

Glen and Beulah Patterson                                 

Howard and Donna Kent  

The Boundary County 

Historical Society 

would like to thank  

the many sponsors 

who contribute fund-

ing for the ongoing 

projects which make 

your Museum a suc-

cess. Special thanks 

goes to the Boundary 

County Commission-

ers and County Clerk’s 

Office for their contin-

ued support. We look 

forward to your visits 

to the Museum. 

A Dream Boat 

This 1950 Penn Yan Cartop boat 

belonged to Dr. Roy M. Bowell. 

Dr. Bowell’s dream was to own a 

“fair-sized” boat, but he “settled” 

for this “Cartop.” Gliding on local 

lakes, he enjoyed his early morn-

ing fishing trips. 

Found in the Kootenai River     

This pike pole was used on “log 

rafts” in the Kootenai River. It 

was located underwater near Ga-

lena Landing (by the Search and 

Rescue dock). Brought to the sur-

face by divers, it is an artifact 

from another time.  

Irving Model Trains   

Christmas 1945, George Irving 

received a Marx model steam en-

gine train set. He was given the 

Marx diesel train set two years 

later. His trains were well used. 

George gave the trains to his 

nephew, James Patterson, who 

donated them to the Museum. 

First School at Katka                                                                            

It is always exciting when the Museum receives items for the collec-

tion. This postcard image was e-mailed to us last week. So what else 

can we do but share it with you all!                                                                                                   

Postmarked January 10, 1910, the postcard is a photograph of the 

Frank Martin cabin in the Katka district..                                       

John Franklin and Angelia Rebecca (Luke) Martin had a homestead 

in the Katka district from 1905-1919. They built a cabin, which dou-

bled as the first school. Angelia was the teacher. On December 17, 

1906, Frank and Angelia had twins (standing in the doorway).      

Angelia mailed this postcard to her mother, Mrs. Orville Luke in 

South Dakota writing, "This house is on our place and our first little cabin. We have had school in it two years. Angelia"                      

On Thanksgiving Day 1919, Frank Martin sold the property on Katka Mountain to Fred and Lenna Ellis from Nebraska. 

Lenna taught her boys in the cabin until a school was built one-half mile away. A fire raged though the Ellis property in 

1926. The cabin and chicken house/barn were destroyed. Fred and Lenna bought a place in the Cow Creek district (Ken 

Irons property) and lived there until 1947. Moving back to Katka, they bought the old school house and 160 acres for 

$500. Over the years, Fred and Lenna Ellis purchased more land, acquiring a total of 1300 acres on Katka Mountain.                                          

It is great to add this postcard with a bit of "new" information to the Museum collection. 

                                                             

The Boundary County Histori-

cal Society has two vacancies 

on the Board. Please consider 

becoming part of the team 

entrusted to preserve the  

county’s rich history. 

TRUSTEES NEEDED 

Memberships in the Boundary County Historical Society and Museum provide a significant and neces-

sary source  of funding, as well as showing support for your Museum. 

If you haven’t renewed your membership, please consider doing so by filling out the form and returning it 

to the Museum in person or by mail. 

Members receive free admission to the Museum, a 10% discount on purchases at the White Caribou Book 

Nook and the Museum newsletter. Memberships also make great gifts for relatives and friends. 

It is with regret that the Historical 

Society Board of Trustees has decid-

ed to cancel the planned fund raising 

dinner for a second year. We have 

missed you all, and look forward to 

next year when we can eat, drink, 

and be merry. 

CANCELLED 



The Historic Photo Ovals are on 

the Move Again  

All eight ovals have found a “new 

home” at Boundary Tractor, Les 

Schwab Tire Center, The Plaza, 

The Kootenai River Brewing 

Company, the City of Bonners 

Ferry, the County Courthouse, 

and one resides at the Museum in 

Portrait Hall. Watch for them 

when you are at one of these loca-

tions.   

Songs to Sing, Tales to Tell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Stock Handler Songs, Poems, 

and Stories of Early Idaho,"  by 

Gary Eller, highlighted a week of 

activities made possible through 

an Idaho Humanities Council 

grant entitled, "Songs to Sing and 

Tales to Tell." Gary stayed  at a 

cozy lakeside cabin, collecting 

songs and poems which he will 

record for his 20th Idaho Songs 

Project. Next year, he plans to 

return to share his unique folk-

lore.  

The grant also includes collecting 

oral histories; interviewing people 

to capture their memories and per-

spectives. These interviews will 

be preserved both digitally and in 

written form as part of the Muse-

um's collection of oral histories. 

Keep watching for Gary's return 

with his songs, poems, and stories 

featuring North Idaho! 

Parker  Family Cemetery Tour  

Parker cemetery is in the south-

west corner of William C. 

Parker’s land, looking east over 

the homestead. The earliest date, 

1928, is on John LaFeyette 

Parker’s tombstone. 

Commercial Hotel Chair 

”Some miscreant stole a chair 

from the lobby of the hotel Mon-

day night, between the hours of 1 

and 4:30 o’clock.” BF Herald, March 

24, 1916  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Is this the stolen chair? 

School Tours and Scavenger 

Hunt 

Last spring, 136 fourth grade, 

homeschool, and Kootenai Tribe 

students toured the Museum. 

They participated in a scavenger 

hunt, while learning some history 

about Boundary County. Each 

student received a goody bag 

which contained the book: Faces 

of History, a col-

oring book enti-

tled: North Idaho 

Wildflowers, a 

bookmark, pencil, 

and a cookie in 

the shape of Ida-

ho.                   

The scavenger 

hunt is available 

every day for 

young visitors to 

the Museum. 

2022 Historical Calendar 

 The 2022 calendar has arrived! 

Purchase your copy for $5.00 at 

the Museum, Boundary Tractor, 

and State Farm. 

Museum Collections 

The Museum Collection grows 

daily with donations from individ-

uals who share the goal of pre-

serving the county’s history. This 

postcard of the “Lantern Motel, 

Café’ & KOA Kampground” was 

a recent donation. 

Riverside Park Project    

Riverside Park will be a one-of-a-

kind waterfront recreation facility. 

The project will serve the commu-

nity by providing a safe pedestri-

an and biking trail system, while 

at the same time preserving and 

beautifying the scenic qualities of 

the area. The Historical Society is 

proud to partner with 9B Trails 

and the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 

to provide photos and history for 

several interpretive panels along 

the trails. 

Photos on the Front Page 

* “Rare” color photo of Bonners 

Ferry during the 1948 Kootenai 

River flood 

 

* A 1941 Studebaker Champion   

in a Kootenai Valley grain field 

Virtual Exhibits on Website 

Featured on the Society’s website 

are several “flipbook” exhibits 

created for your enjoyment. 

Among them are: Prohibition in 

Idaho, Kootenai Pictionary, Bor-

der Peace Monuments, Kootenai 

Life-Cradleboards, Portrait Hall 

Turns 100 Years Old, Teddy Roo-

sevelt Visits Bonners Ferry, and 

others. Visit the website to read 

the books. 

Small Towns, Big Dreams 

     

With a grant from the Idaho Hu-

manities Council, the Historical 

Society printed a colorful “coffee 

table” style history book featuring 

past and present towns of Bound-

ary County. Copies are still avail-

able at the Museum for $25.00 ea. 

Virtual Rural Burial Tours on 

Website 

Mystery at Round Prairie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering “The Pines” and 

Bond Lake 

Re-live the Past 
www.boundarycountymuseum.org                                                     

Photo on the Front Page 

“Clarence, Della and Myrtle Fry, 

and Constance, Tom and Libby 

Robinson in 1915, camping on the 

bank of the Kootenai River about 

a mile below the mouth of Deep 

Creek.” 
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