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Upcoming Events at the Museum

January 15 Annual Spin In at the Museum 10-2.

February 25-20 High School Job Fair in the Event Center

March Curator and volunteers visit 4th graders in their schools
April 12 Annual Membership Meeting
April 22-27 Recycled Materials Art Show

May 14 Fundraiser Dinner

Board of Trustee business meetings second Tuesdays every month
at 5:30 p.m. — 1/11, 2/8, 3/8, 4/12, and 5/10

The Boundary County Historical Society, Inc.
is a 501 (c)3 organization.

7229 Main Street P O. Box 808 ~ Bonners Ferry, ID 83805

Winter Hours

From October 1 — May 1 the Bound-
ary County Museum maintains winter
hours, Friday-Saturday 10-4.

During these dormant months, like
little mice under the snow, the curator
and volunteers continue their work;
researching, archiving, repairing and
building exhibits to prepare for summer
hours which will resume in May 2011.

Be sure to watch for special programs
and events during the winter months.

Support the preservation
of local heritage by be-
coming a member and/or
donating cash, materials,
equipment, or your time.
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Rachel Rosebaugh studying the river

gauge on the old steel bridge. Rachel was a
charter member of the Boundary County
Historical society in 1969.

Those were ominous words in the early
days along the Kootenai River. That was the
measurement in feet from the river bottom
to the crest of the river. In 1956 and 1961
the river reached that point, which meant

psule

the river could breach the dike system that
protected Bonners Ferry and the surround-
ing farm lands.

In the years leading up to the building

of the Libby dam in the early 705, locals
congregated at the south end of the bridge
to check the river level. In the early days
there was a staff gauge painted on cedar
timbers mounted to the supports of the old
steel bridge. In later years there was a more
accurate plotter system in the old block
building near where the Pelton wheel now
is. Today there is a digital readout that can
be viewed, mounted to the seawall at the
end of the bridge.

‘Who knows, maybe this summer that old
staff gauge may get rebuilt and we can
relive the days of the walk to the end of the
bridge to check the river level?

— Cal Russell

Recent Grant Awards

The Idaho State Historical Society:
$2500 grant to upgrade computer equip-
ment and partially fund a Dust Bowl
Immigrants oral history project

Idaho Heritage Trust: $4000 grant to
continue structural repair work on the
museum buildings
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Colorful Rug in progress on the museum loom.

Annual Spin-In January 15

In the old days, the really old days, across
the Atlantic in medieval days, when spin-
ning was an occupation

of almost all women,

there was a mirthful

holiday celebration

called St. Distaff’s

Day or Rock Day. It

was a tradition on

January 7th each

year for women to

set aside the leisure

of the 12 Days of Christmas and to resume
work at the spinning wheel. Wool, silk,
and linen were spun by industrious hands
into yarns which were later woven, knit, or
laced into garments and household goods.

Fiber Artists in Boundary County have
been gathering each January for more
than a generation to continue the tradi-
tion. Saturday, January 15 from 10-2 the
Museum Event Center will be alive with
spinning, knitting, visiting, and a pot-
luck. An exhibit of vintage textiles from
the museum and private collections will
be on display in the gallery.

Visitors are invited to participate in a new

event, a “Textile Treasure Roadshow”. This
is an opportunity to bring in an old textile
you might own and learn more about it.

Research resources will be available. As
Joan Myers commented, “Everybody has
some folded up old thing in a drawer.” So
pull them out and join the show and
tell. Gini Woodward will identify
materials and techniques. No dol-
lar appraisals will be offered. Bring
your own spinning wheel and
fibers, or other projects and join
the fun; or just come and watch as
old time skills are kept alive.

Tidbits and Trivia

Volunteers, Adopt
an Artifact

Over the last few years several volun-

teers have adopted various items in the
museum and repaired them to working
condition for the enjoyment of visitors.

From the Curator

First Bert Wollf keeps the Wimshurst
generator in sparking good shape. Then
Jim Hubble renovated the foot pedaled
metal lathe which once belonged to
Harold Buroker. On occasion Jim dem-
onstrates the remarkable skills required
to use this tool. Since last year’s spin-in,
Debbie Ackley renovated the rug loom
and has already woven 5 rugs which are
available to purchase in the museum gift
shop. Another volunteer has taken on
the task of oiling old harnesses.Eldora
Gatchell digitizes oral history cassette
tapes. Last but not least Don Morice
seems to have adopted the maintenance
of the museum buildings.

This is a small sampling of volunteer ef-
forts. There are plenty of projects available
for adoption. What are your interests and
skills? We have a volunteer job for you.
Check with Sue.

Thank you, Team Museum!

From the President

Wish List

Regular needs: toilet paper, paper
towels, copy paper, sheet protectors, new
white three ring binders, coffee, tea

Special needs in new or good condition:
Folding chairs, canister vacuum, legal size
file cabinet, office desk chairs. Sheets, cur-
tains, or fabric suitable for rag weaving

Current Board Members

Gini Woodward, President

Mike Sloan, Vice President

Cal Russell, Secretary

Carolyn McNeill ~ LaMar Olsen
Don Morice John Standal
Jill Nystrom

From Colet Allen

From John Standal




